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“Wrapup Optional(

“By RICK WARNER=

“AF Football Writer=

SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AF) _ It wasn’t the ghost of the Gipper or the
legend of Rockne that beat Florida State. It was something much
more down to earth _ Notre Dame’s punishing ground game.

On the same field where Hornung ran and Montana threw, the
second-ranked Fighting Irish added another chapter to their
football lore by beating a team many considered unbeatable.

Notre Dame van out to a 17-point lead and hung on te hbeat
top-ranked Florida State 31-24 Saturday when Charlie Ward'es
desperation pass was knocked down on the goal line as time expired.

If the Irish (12-@) beat Boston College next week and win their
bowl game, they will captwre their ninth national championship.

**The mystique didn't hurt us; it helped them. ... Their kides
played like they were possessed,'' Florida State coach Bobby Bowden
said.

No one was more possessed than Lee Recton, who ran for 122 yards
and one of four Notre Dame ruching touchdowns against a defence
that had given up only two on the ground in nine previous games.

Jeff Burris ran for two more scores as the Irish won college
football’e Game of the Year and the 28th meeting between the top
two teams in The Associated Frecss poll.

**1 was afraid with all the hype the game might not live up to
it,'’ Notre Dame coach Lou Holtz said. ''I don’t know how it locked
from the press box or the stands, but I don't want to cee anything
more exciting than that from the cideline.’?

For BRowden, it was another devastating big-game defeat. His
teame have finished in the top fouwr the past six seasons, but
they've never finished No. 1 because of losses to intrastate rival
Miami.

‘*Some people will sure say the big one got away,’'' Bowden said.
‘‘After cix years I found out what the hkig one is _ it's the one
vyou lose.

*tI'd just like to be Lou Holtz for one night _ tonight. We have
no excuses. Notre Dame ran the football on us. They deserve to win.
They did the things 1 was afraid they would.

Bowden could still get a shot at the title in a Fiesta Bowl
rematch against MNotre Dame, but that depends on whether the
Seminoles (9-1) can finish No. 2 in the polls.

**1 wish we could win the rest of our games and get a shot at
them again, but they're pretty darn good,'’' BRowden said.

1f the Seminoles don't get ancther chance, Notre Dame may play
No. 3 Miami in the Fiesta or No. 4 Nebraska in the Orange Bowl.

Notre Dame fane swarmed onto the field to celebrate as the Irish
band played. One of the Irish cheerleaders ran acrocss the field

carrying a white flag that read ' "MNo. 1.7?7
**There were so many times we had a chance to knock them out,'’
Moltz said. ' ‘Rut they refused to be knocked out. They're a great

football team.?'’

After the Irish took a 24-7 lead on Kevin Fendergast's
career—bect 47-vard field gecal in the third guarter, Florida State
pulled to £4-17 on Ward's &€- yard touchdown pass to Waryrick Dunn
and a &24-yard field goal by Scott Bentley, who turned down a
scholarship offer from Holtz.

Notre Dame built a cushion when Burris, a defensive back who is
used as a runner in goal-line situatione, scored on an 11-yard run
with 6:53 remaining.

Florida State made
by Kez McCorvey with &
onside kick, but Flori
remaining.

Operating with no timecuts, the Seminoles drove from their 37 to
the Notre Dame 14 in the closing seconds. But Ward's final pass for
Dunn was knocked down at the goal line by cornerback Shawn Wooden
as time expired.

**1 saw the ball coming to me, and I looked around to see if
there were any receivers who could make the catch,’' Wooden caid.
**The guys were saying in the huddle to just stay focused on not
let anybody get behind us.'?

Foth teams entered the game with 1é-game winning streaks, tied
for longest in the nation. The Semincles were favored by a
touchdown because they had been more dominant, ocutscoring their
opponents by an average of H4--6,

But after falling behind 7-@, the Irish scored &4 straight
points, harassed Heisman Trophy favorite Ward and dominated the
smaller Seminoles before a frenzied crowd of 99,@75 at Notre Dame
Stadium.

‘‘We executed well and we maintained our poise,'’ Burris said.
**This is the way Notre Dame plays.'’

t 31-24 on a tipped, &@-yard touchdown catch
26 left. Notre Dame recovered the Semincles’
a

i
da State got the ball back with S1 seconds



In pregame interviews, ceveral Seminotes said they weren't
worried about Motre Dame's history and tradition, and two referred
to Knute Rockne as ''Rock Hnuteny.’'' But they should be bhelievers
now.

"*They come here inte ow stadium and shoot their mouth off, !
defencive back John Covington =aid. ‘1 don't know if they really
respected us. I think they’re cshocked.'?

Frior to the game, Bowden caid hie kiggest worry was cstopping
NMotre Dame's powerful rushing attack. His fear was justified.

The Irich ran for 165 yards and three touchdowns in the firet
half and finished with &39 yards on the ground — more than twice
the average given up by Florida State. Notre Dame's huge offencsive
line, which cutweighed Florida State's defensive front by 42 pounds
per man, concsistently opened up big holes for Becton and other
Irish backs.

Motre Dame'cs defense kept Ward in check in the first half and
shut down the Seminocles’ "'fast-—break'’ offence, which was leading
the nation in scoring with a 44-point average. Ward, sacked only
seven times all ceason, was sacked twice for 2& yvards in the firct
half and finished 31-for-5@ for 297 yards and three touchdowns.

He also threw his first interception after 159 attempts without
having one picked off.

"‘We missed some opportunities, but they played well,'' Ward
said. ' ‘'We played well in the second half. We have no reason to
hang our heads.'?

After holding Motre Dame on its first possession, Florida State
went on an 89-yard, 1@-play scoring drive. Ward scambled twice for
34 yards and completed all five of his passes, including a 1&-vard
TD toss to Kevin Knox, who made the catch at the 8 and c=pun pact
defender Greg Lane.

Motre Dame came back with its own long scoring to tie the game.
Adrian Jarrell, a punter and flanker, capped the 8Q@-yard drive by
scoring on a 32— yard reverse _ his first run this season and only
third of his career. Jarrell took a pitch from gquarterback Hevin
McDougal, turned the right corner and follocwed a convoy of blockers
to the end zone.

Florida State =stopped McDougal for no gain when Notre Dame went
for it on fourth-and-—-1 at the Seminclec’ 3@ early in the second
gquarter. But the Seminoles couldn't stop Notre Dame's powerful
rushing attack, which was averaging 274 vards per game.

Becton's Z&t-yard TD »un gave the Irish a 14-7 lead with 1@:42
left in the first half. Becton, who tied a schocl record with his
fifth straight 1@@-yard rushing game, broke through a huge hole on
the left cide and went all the way without being touched.

The Irish made it &1-7 on their next drive, marching 39 yards in
four plays after Cowvington intercepted a pass by Ward, who had
thyrown only one interception all season. Motre Dame's score came on
a &-yvard run by Burris.

*They didn't turn the ball over at all and we turned it aover
twice - that was probably the difference in the game,'' Bowden
said. '‘'PFlus the wind affected us. When you're throwing the ball
into it for two quarters - that's when we had our interceptiones.'?

Notre Dame was playing in its ninth 1-2 game, but its first at
home in 25 vyears. The Iricsh are now S5-2Z-2 in those games, including
1-2-1 as the No. & team.
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